Survey No. T-849

. . Magi No.
Maryland Historical Trust
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _ mo
1 - Name (indicate preferred name)
historic Riverdale Hotel or Rod and Reel Club
and/orcommon Harrison's Chesapeake House
2. Location
street & number Route 33 —___not for publication
city, town Tilghman ___ vicinity of congressional district Fifth
state MD county Talbot
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
— district — public X__ occupied ___ agriculture — _ museum
—X_ building(s) __X_private ____ unoccupied _X_ commercial park
—__ structure __ both —— work in progress — educational ___ private residence
____ site Public Acquisition Accessible —__ entertainment ___religious
_ object ____ in process 2 yes: restricted —___ government ___ scientific
—— being considered ____ yes: unrestricted ___ industrial ____transportation
__Xnot applicable ___no —___ military —__ other:

4- owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Levin Harrison III, et al
street & number ROute 33 telephone no.: 886-2121
city, town Tilghman state and zip code MD 21671

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Talbot County Clerk of Court liber 553
street & number Talbot County Courthouse folio 472
city, town Easton state MD

6. Representation in Existing nistorical surveys

title

date — federal ____state ___ county ___ local

~epository for survey records

clty, town state




7. Description Survey No. T-849

Condition Check one Check one

____excellent ____ deteriorated unaltered __X original site

_X good ____ruins :’C altered ____moved date of move
___fair ____ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

™

The Riverdale Hotel is located on the east side of Route 35 beiween
Whar! Read and Dogwood Cove Road with the rear of the house facing
Dogwood Cove in the viliage of Tiighman on Tilghman lsland. Talbot County,
Marviand. The house faces west with the principal gable oriented on a
north/souin axis

Built in 1884 by {ame< Cooper, mz< we-story. frame ho
weatherboard and aluminum siding and roofed with asphait shingles 'ne
original brick pier u;mndanon has bee filled with cinderbiocks.

The west tmain' facade of the primary wing has
the origimnal weatherboard and sheltered by a luH-v. th
This live bav facade has a central, six-paneled door with sidei hisand a
three light transom flanked bv the origmnal six-over-six sash windows =~
horseshoe 1s tacked above the entrance door. The second 'mr)r 18 it hitive
cix-over-six sash windows with black iouvered shutters. A two-storv mote;
wWing was added 10 the south side of this wing in the 1980s This cinderbiock
addition has one-over-one sash windows and six panel doors. and is fini:
with aluminum siding on the second toor

A two-and-a-half :01“‘. six hav wing was added o the north of the
primary wing around 1912 This gable roof structure e ciad in aluminum
siding and stepped mf\xard from the primary wing The first foor has a
one-story flat roof addition with six eight-over-eight sash windows with
biack iouvered shutters. The second floor is lit by si1X sfx-over-siX sash
windows The original dormers in the upper half storv were replaced (i ihe
late 1980¢ following a lire Three gable roof dormers currentiy prerce the
"(mfhﬂe of the building A one-story addiiion sits to the north of this wing
It is ciad in alummum siding and 18 it by a bank of three one-over-nne ga s‘.
windows with biack iouvered shutters

The north elevation of the 1912 wing 18 ohscured by a [ire esca pe on
the lirst loor Thc re escape exii serves das the cen ]
story xId iKed by over-six sash windows with glazed peak
mculdings. The second floor of this addinon has a central octagonal Wi

nd one sivoover a1y eash window.  To the east of thee ‘.x:mg 182 WO sto
ah

le roaf addition built in the 198Q¢ for additional dining room and moted

OO {J



8- Significance Survey No. T-849

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
- prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ___landscape architecture religion
. 1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic —_ conservation — law ____ science
-1500-1599 ____ agriculture —___economics —_ literature — sculpture
—1600-1699 __X architecture —_ education — military ___ social/
— 1700-1799 ___ art —_engineering —__ muslc humanitarian
X 1800-1899 _X_ commerce —_exploration/settiement ____ philosophy — theater
— 1900- - communications — industry - politics/government ___ transportation
____invention —__ other (specify)
Specific dates Builder/Architect James Cooper
check: Applicable Criteria: _ A _ B XC _ D
and/or

Applicable Exception: _ A B C D E F G

Level of Significance: _ national __ state x_local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

t

in the 1850 census Willham S Phillips was listed as a farmer living on
Dugwood Cove with his fanmlv. In 1860, Phulips bought this 13 acre plat
which ran west of Dogwood Cove and east of the Main Road called Steam
Al Lot for $6350 from the farm of Witham M. Covington. Five vears later,
Phulitps sold this land 1o William P. Jackson who eventuallv gave it 1o his son,
Wilham James Jackson.

according 1o a Mav 22 [884 edition of the Ledger . Wm. James
lackson was huilding a large dwelling house on Dogwood Cove with james H.
Cooper as the builder Around 1912, Mrs. Jackson 1Susan! had the 1wo-and-
a-hall storv addition built 10 accomodate boarders who had been staving at
the house since the 1890s, These summer Doardem came rom cilies such aq
Baltimore and Washington. DC. and would come for weekends, weeks :
entire summer seasen At that time the h;a&. son boarding house was bnown
as ['he xiverdaie Hotel. A white paling fence surrounded the properiv and
niicning posts were Jocated in front of the house. The approach 10 the house
was lined with apple trees and black walnut trees were planied 1o the souih,
Tothe northe a field of tomatoes was usuallyv cultivated for the canning
raciory

he

The Riverdale Hotel was the main place for entertainment nn 1
Edward

Island in those davs One Island restdent remembers Samue! and
Tenant piaving Vioin and bass fiddle w hen dances were held in the iounge
A narn used wostand where the Buddy Harrison house 1 located 10 the north

of the Chesapeake House complex, ﬂese the mck\ms operated 4 beer
gASden.



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No.T-849

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale

UTIM References do NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
state code county code
state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte Elizabeth Hughes, architectural historian

organization T1albot County Planning Office date 8790

street & number 1albot County Courthouse telephone 822-20320

city or town Easton state MD

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746



Riverdale Hotel description continued.

space. Louvered windows light the first floor and the second fioor has four
banks of two one-over-one sash windows,

The east elevation s northern wing has a porch which shelters the first
storv and serves as a watkwav for the second story. Louvered windows light
the first fioor and the second ftoor has a cemral entrance door flanked byv
two pairs of one-over-one sash windows A central. two- storv. gable end
wing is currentlv being completed on tlnc ea<1e1 n elevation. The first floor
has four sets of sliding glass doors and the second ficor has six-over-six sash
windows and french doors. A brick patio and outdoor deck extend from the
first floor of this gable end addition. To the south of this addition is a 1980s
cinderblock and aluminum siding motet wing with six-panel doors and one-
over-one sash windows on the first and second floors.

The south gabte end of the motel wing is blind. Part of the south gable
end of the primarv wing 1s stiff visible in the breezewav which connects it 10
the modern motel. There. cornice returns and cornerboard remnants are
visible on the earlier wing s southeasi corner. The first floor of the 1912
addiuon s south elevation has an entrance door and one six-over-six sash
window. The second floor and the attic storv are both lit bv two six-over-six
sgsh windows

The original windows of the primarv wing s eastern elevation remain
visible on the interior of the southern bav as a bank of three six-over-six
sash windows. The turned post banister and balustrade of this wing remains
intact as is the banister of the 1912 addition.

T-849



T-849

Riverdale Hotel statement of significance continued.

The Riverdale Hotel came into the possession of William Larrvin the
1920s until the early 1930s w

hen Will and Sadije Lowerv acquired the
propertv. In 1942 Levin and Alice Harrison purchased the Riverdale Hotel
which was at that time called the Rod and Reel Club. The Riverdale Hote] s
currentlv known as Harrison s Chesapeake House.
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